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Inside this issue: 

Dear Friends, 

 Joni Eareckson, a Christian 

speaker who long ago (1967) became 

paralyzed, was featured in a magazine I 

recently was reading.  I have been 

aware of her over the years and in-

trigued by her tenacious faith.   In the 

article she says that over 40 years ago a 

friend told her that ñGod permits what 

He hates, to accomplish that which he 

loves.ò  This became her theme for 

these years as she has inspired and led 

various ministries. 

 These few words certainly speak 

to Easter.  I am deeply entrenched in the 

Christian theological tradition that Jesus 

died in a cruel death on the cross.  In the 

midst of that tragedy I also believe that 

he rose and the Resurrected Lord gave 

to us salvation that was not available 

without Him dying.  So, the very thing 

that was so terrible appears perhaps all 

right next to the resurrection.  In that 

quick move, sometimes I miss the 

power of our savior and the working of 

God in our lives.  I want to skip the bad 

stuff and go right to the good. 

 My Mom always encouraged me 

to skip the bad stuff and look for the 

goodé so I did.  It has paid off for me.  

She did not want me to dwell on the bad 

stuff that I couldnôt change.  ñIf it hap-

pens it happens, now get over it.ò   I see 

that as a good philosophy, but I have 

come to think I need to remember those 

unpleasant things so I can better under-

stand maybe my behavior or better un-

derstand the other person so I can sym-

pathize with them. 

 To be preoccupied with the cru-

cifixion and not move on is a danger to 

the psyche.  It leads to some pretty ugly 

habits that dwell on the inability to let 

go of the cross and move to the resur-

rection.  Sometimes we can see this and 

sometimes we can find people who are 

so preoccupied with some terrible thing, 

they cannot move on from something 

they cannot change.  Their preoccupa-

tion becomes a trap. 
 (Continued on page 4) 

Learn From the Bad, Enjoy the Good 

Worship Lessons 
May 4    Philemon 1:4-7    Reception 

May 11  Motherôs Day: Titus 3:1-11  Focus 

May 18  2 Timothy 3:1-17    The Original Soap Opera 

May 25  1 Timothy 4:6-16    Seduction 
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Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 

9:00am -1:00pm 

Friday is the Pastorõs day off 

Office email: 
office@firstpresnampa.org 

Pastorõs email: 

balaams@firstpresnampa.org 

Website: 
www.firstpresnampa.org 
Phone:  (208) 466-7061 

Fax:  (208) 466-7176 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Larimer, Clerk of Session pro-tem 

È Changes were made to the committee job descriptions based on sug-

gestions from the Session retreat in February. 

È A proposed recommendation was presented that Session adopt a pol-

icy for all mission and ministry programs under the churchôs corpo-

rate status that centralizes financial controls and accounting mecha-

nisms.  This will be discussed at the next meeting. 

È 21 people attended the Steelheads hockey game in February and 40 

people attended the Game Night in March. 

È Vacation Bible School will be held June 12-14. 

È The roof project has been completed.  We still need funds to pay for 

the roof replacement and decorative fence around the new sanctuary 

roof top air conditioner.  The smaller roof top unit over Fellowship 

hall has 2 burned out motors.  The parking lot will be sealed and re-

striped with contributions from a church member.   

È The next meeting will be April 28th at 7:00 PM. 

Session Highlights        March 31, 2014 

General Fund Financial Activity

Nampa First United Presbyterian Church  
Purpose Statement  

To bring people together to love and magnify God 
through worship, to minister to the needs of all His 
children, to fellowship in God's family, to spread the 
Good News, and to develop people to Christ-like 
maturity for their mission in the world. 

È Dr. Green gave a presentation on Alzheimer's, aging, and dementia. 

È The next regular meeting will be on Monday, May 5th at 7:00 PM. 

Deacons report                           April 7, 2014 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wendy Coons, Secretary 

May 16th  

As of April 23, 2014 

Revenue to date:  $62,442.08 

Expenses to date: $64,316.71 

Net income:     -$1,874.63 

Building Fund Debt 
Balance as of March 26, 2014:  

$97,054.44 

Balance as of April 23, 2014:  

$91,432.82 



 

5/06/89 Jeff & Jennifer Azevedo 

5/11/57 Bob & Marlene Morrison 

5/13 Ed & RJ Cisek 

5/18/98 Andrew & Lauralyn Baughn 

5/20/50 Maurice & Elaine Woodard 

5/20/51 Louis & Myrleen McNeil 

5/20/77 Ray & Darlene Lance 

5/21/55 Royce & Janis Batey 

5/23/87 Mike & Mary Stafford 

5/24/97 Brett & Karen Lolley 

5/27/00 David & Tammy Swanson 
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5/01 Andrew Baughn 

5/03 Ken DeLong 

5/05 Carol Pintler 

5/05 Loren Spencer 

5/09 Vera Baltzor 

5/10 Bobbi Collins 

5/13 Burke Neely 

5/15 Rana Bolyard 

5/16 David Swanson 

5/18 Matt Johnson 

5/22 Clyde Hawley 

5/23 Mary Ann Huter 

5/25 Pat Cole 

5/26 Kathryn Evenson 

5/26 David Peterson 

5/26 Gary Hindman 

5/28 Ila Inselman 

5/31      Larry Yellen 

Known May Birthdays Known May Anniversaries 

To The Church Family, 

Thanks for all the prayers, visits, cards, 

and thank you Bruce for the phone call 

and all the other caring calls.  Bob is 

doing well, just needs time to regain his 

strength.  We are so blessed. 

~Bob & Gussie Choat 

We would like to thank 

the church for providing 

help and support in the 

recent marriage of Alexa 

and Jake Gilster.  It is 

truly a blessing to be part 

of such a wonderful 

church family.  This was a 

memorable event for all of 

us. 

~The Decoteau and Gilster 

families 

I want to sincerely thank those 

who have called, sent cards, 

and had me in their prayers.  I 

really do appreciate those who 

have kept in touch with me 

while I have been housebound 

this past month or so.  I have 

another 1 1/2 months or more 

before I can start doing much 

of anything.   Thank you 

again,   ~Pat Baker 

Please add the following updates to your 

church directory: 

Von Comstock 

340 Winther Blvd. 

Nampa, ID  83651 

208-468-9112 
 

David Swansonôs phone # has 

changed:  208-949-8511  

Jake & Alexa Gilster 

1007 15th Ave. S. 

Nampa, ID  83651 
 

Florence Carignan 

c/o Lindsay Read 

215 Johnson Ave. 

Marysville, CA  95901 

530-532-3851 

 Easter observance was led by some very 

special people plus others who were recruited.  First, 

the Worship Committee, which doesnôt get enough 

credit, guided us into this season.  They put special 

effort into the Community Lenten Worship Service.  

They are led by Jean Stansbury who is chair.  The 

others are Anne Curran, Nancy Howell, Susan 

Williams, and Karen Lolley.  At the heart of worship 

planning is this group trying to reign in Sean and 

Bruce in an effort to create fitting services. 

    This year Sean and Bruce were the primary 

leaders of Palm Sunday.  Gary Hindman and Bob 

Parenti offered to guide the Seder Meal and Joann 

Thiry created the Good Friday Service.  Easter was a 

group effort and finally, Holy Humor was primary 

Bruce and Sean. 

 The efforts of the Worship Committee was to 

offer a more complete sense of Easter.  So, we were 

encouraged to begin with the ashes at the 

Community Lenten Ash Wednesday sermon and 

ended our Lenten season marked by the mark of the 

clown which symbolized the love of Jesus.  Holy 

Week followed Jesus from the Caesarea Philippi 

where Peter said, ñYou are the Christò to the cross 

from the entrance into Jerusalem, to the Passover 

Meal, the Friday crucifixion, the Resurrection and 

finally, the church sent out in the power of the Holy 

Spirit.   

Thanks Deserved 
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Family Camp 
 As you plan your summer activities, be sure 

to mark your calendar for Family 

Camp at Camp Sawtooth in Ketchum 

July 31st- August 3rd.   

 If you haven't taken part in 

Family camp, this is an event you 

won't want to miss.  Everyone of all 

ages is invited.  Whether you are going 

solo, as a couple, or an entire family, 

there is something for everyone at 

Camp Sawtooth; fishing, hiking, swimming, relaxing 

with a book, playing games in the lodge, 

exploring Ketchum and Sun Valley, or getting 

to know others from our church family.   

 Lodging and meals are included.  The 

cost per person will be finalized soon so watch 

for more details.   

 It is an amazing weekend of fun and 

fellowship!  Please plan on joining us this 

summer!   

Camp Sawtooth Dates 
5th & 6th gradeðJune 22-27 

3rd & 4th gradeðJune 29-July 2 

7th & 8th gradeðJuly 6-11 

9th & 10th gradeðJuly 13-18 

11th & 12th gradeðJuly 20-25 

Get more information and register online at 

www.campsawtooth.org.   

Fix Up Fund Yard SaleñMay 31st 
 Plan to support this one-time 

fundraiser for our building needs on 

Saturday, May 31st.  Remember this sale 

as you do your spring cleaning or 

moving.  We will not handle clothing or 

books as they are much work for little 

return.  All other good used items are 

wanted.  Because we have little storage 

space, we ask that you wait until the 

week of the sale to bring things to the church. 

 We will be pricing, beginning May 27th 

and will need help.  Many hands will be 

necessary to get tables moved outdoors at 8:00 

AM on the day of the sale and to pack left over 

stuff after the sale closes about 3:00.  Cashiers 

and workers will be needed also.  Watch for a 

sign-up sheet after May 1st.  

(Continued from page 1) 

As we ñread the Bible backwardò in this church year, 

we will discover some people who have been 

challenged by the cross and the resurrection.  In 

these next few weeks we will visit with Philemon, 

Titus, and Timothy.  We will try to explore each 

book as a personôs experience and not a doctrine.  It 

is exciting for me that I see in Paulôs writings that 

these three people are the subject of the books.  After 

these persons, the books become directed at churches 

such as Colossae, Ephesus, Corinth, etc. 

 So, let us enjoy and wonder at the marvelous 

and --at timesðmysterious work of God revealed in 

the lives of three of Godôs servants. 

 Warmly,  

Learn From the Bad, Enjoy the Good 

VBS Needs Volunteers  
We are looking for people to help 

with the VBS this summer.  The 

dates will be June 12-14.  If you are 

interested in helping with any part 

of the VBS program, please contact 

Cindy Dion at 571-1092.  
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 The Junior Jammers will 

have a Country Gospel concert on 

Sunday, May 4th at 4:00 PM.  This 

concert will feature performances 

from Bill Monroe and the current 

national champion.  They will have 

a blend of bluegrass, Calico cross tuned Appalachian 

style, and a twin fiddle mash up.  The program will 

be 1 ï 1 ½ hours.  A free will offering will be taken 

to go to the church as a thank you for allowing the 

Jammers to practice here in our building.   

Junior Jammer Concert 

 Movie Night has been a feature 

at the church for about fifteen years.  It 

started with a Robin Williams movie 

and has continued once-a-month since 

that time.  Some movies have been de-

lightful, some challenging, and others 

ñnow why did we watch that one?ò  

Many movies we might not have 

watched if we had the choice to make 

alone, but together there were many views of what 

we watched.  We learned from all of them. 

 This practice of seeing a movie con-

tinues on May 17th.  The movie is Saving 

Mr. Banks and is out on video.   We begin 

with a potluck and continue with discussion.  

We view the movie at home or with others 

before we meet at 5:30 PM. 

 If this interests you, go pick up the 

movie, watch it, and come eat with us. 

Movie Night-May 17th  

Deacons Need Money 
 The Deaconôs funds have dried up.  Once a 

month we have envelopes in the bulletin asking for 

the ñdeaconôs fund.ò  The money that comes in goes 

to care-giving that is done through the church.  This 

money pays for the Adopt-a-Senior program, a 

donation to Hope House, the cost of the meal at the 

Community Shelter, the Hope House Christmas 

Dinner, and other things done to help people. 

 Once in a while someone gives a special gift 

to the Deacons, but these last few months giving has 

fallen short of the need.  Any help this week would 

be appreciated.  

The Retirement Process 
 The Session is continuing with all the steps 

called for by the Boise Presbytery.  One of the things 

that is needed is the congregation needs to make a 

motion for the minister to retire.  This will occur on 

May 18 at a congregational meeting.  Nominations 

have been requested for the Mission Study 

Committee.  There is a box in the rear of the church 

to submit nominees.  These nominees need someone 

to ask them and then the person who wants to 

nominate them puts their name in the can.  Then it is 

hoped that the mission study can begin and be 

completed by the fall.  

 How about a fun weekend at Camp Sawtooth 

helping us get everything cleaned and ready for the 

campers after a long winter? This would be 

Memorial weekend May 23rd-26th. Meals will be 

provided from Saturday breakfast through Monday  

 

lunch.  You can bring your camper or stay in a cabin 

at no charge.  Please call or email Steve and Senita 

Watkins at 208-899-2073, 

directorscampsawtooth@yahoo.com, to let us know 

if you plan to attend so we can have a head count for 

food.  See you Memorial Weekend. 

Work Weekend at Camp Sawtooth 

mailto:directorscampsawtooth@yahoo.com
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Party!  Party!  Party! 
 You are invited to a Presbyterian 

Women Birthday Gathering!  Come and 

have cake, fun, and fellowship on Tuesday, 

May 6th at 1:00 PM.  We will dedicate the 

birthday offering and have the installation 

of officers for our PW 2014-2016.   

 Since 1922 Presbyterian Women 

have facilitated a long succession of new 

and often innovative projects through the church-

wide birthday offering.  In 2014 we will fund 

one project, the Blue Corn Mothers Alliance.  

The alliance provides a range of services for 

Albuquerqueôs native American women who 

experience domestic violence.  This offering 

will increase services and personnel.  You 

can make a donation to the birthday offering 

with the envelopes on the back table  

 Plan to join your 

church family for an evening 

of food, fun and fellowship, 

Mexican style on Saturday, 

May 3rd at 6:00 PM.  Food 

preparation will be overseen 

by well-known el jefe, Senor 

Manny Guzman with the lovely PresbyCafe 

ñgirlsò assisting.  There are plans for Mexican 

music and a piñata for the kids. 

 This is a fundraiser for the Building Fund 

obligation that is steadily shrinking.  Donations 

large and small will be encouraged.  Dig out 

your sombreros and mantillas and huaraches! 

 Call the office to let us know if you plan 

to attend so we can make sure we have enough 

food for everyone! 

PresbyCantina, May 3rd  

Raising Funds for Ahadi 
 While on the Mission Committee with Dick 

Stellway the past several years, I have become aware 

of the Ahadi Boys Home in Kenya.  Phyllis Masso 

takes in orphaned boys and young men who have no 

where to go and gives them an education.  An 

education gives these men a way to support 

themselves and their future families.  I am 

participating the St. George Ironman Triathlon 70.3 

on May 3rd and would welcome any support for this 

cause of helping the Ahadi Boys.  If you are 

interested, I have an envelope on the back table and 

also you can go to Ahadi@jpmasso.com and give 

directly and read more about them.  Thank you,  

Sharyn Barrett  863-9931 

Baccalaureate Service Honors the 2014 Graduates  
The community is invited to enjoy 

and give a presence at the 

Baccalaureate Service.  It is on 

May 14th at 7:00 PM at NNUôs 

Brandt Auditorium.  All the 

Nampa School District graduates 

have been invited to experience a 

worship service for them.  The 

baccalaureate services we have done in Nampa over 

the last few years has been one in which the students 

participate.  Therefore, there will be students playing 

musical instruments, singing, and speaking.  It is 

sponsored by the Ministerial Association of Nampa 

and created by a committee of students and 

education staff who put the details together.   

  

Celebrate Our Community Dinner 
 The Celebrate our 

Community dinners will 

take a break for the 

summer.  The dinner has 

been planned around when 

the children were in school.  

This was because we have 

this very large number of 

children who are 

designated ""homeless."  

The meal has been an 

attempt from churches in 

our area and the Nampa 

Ministerial Association to 

meet a need.  Therefore, 

May 23rd is the last meal  

that will be served for the 

community at large. 

    It has been a great 

year in which our First Pres 

crew gave so very 

generously of themselves 

to help so many.  At the 

same time, we had many 

churches, wards and Young 

Life serve with us 

preparing and serving the 

meals.  

   There will be one 

more meal to thank our 

First Pres kitchen crew plus 

the organizations that have 

helped us.  This will be 

May 30th at the normal 

time at 6 pm.   

mailto:Ahadi@jpmasso.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Children,  

 Thank you for being there for Easter.  It was a very good 

Easter.  Peter, the apostle of Jesus who betrayed Jesus, said the 

verse below to the people listening at the Passover in Jerusalem 

after Jesus rose.  I suspect this was what Peter learned. 

 The word ñrepentò means to apologize or say ñIôm sorry.ò  

For Peterôs repentance is directed to God because we as human 

beings cannot obey all the time.  We stumble sometimes by 

doing those things we should not do.  God is willing to accept 

our confession or admitting to our falling short of His 

expectations. 

 The effect of repenting is being forgiven.  This means we 

are set free.  You will meet all sorts of people through your life 

who have not been set free of something they have experienced 

or done.  It is sad because there is so much good in the world 

and all they can see or remember is the worst.  So, God sets us 

free and not only that he gives us the Holy Spirit to walk with us 

every day.  (Another time weôll talk about this gift of the Holy 

Spirit). 

 Remember from this Easter, you can be free of that which 

is ugly in life and be guided by the good things and experiences 

available to you. 

 Thinking of you, 

From Pastor Bruce  
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Bible Verses of the Month  

Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the 

gift of the Holy Spirit.  

Acts 2:38  The words of Peter  



 

Known May Birthdays  
5/22  Madelyn Crowley 

5/24  Ciara Bolyard  
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Bible Quiz 
Complete the following Bible verse: ñA gentle answer turns 

away _____, but a harsh word stirs up _____.ò 

 

 A. an argument; obedience 

 B. wrath; anger 

 C. jealousy; resentment 

 D. falsehood; truth 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School focus in May: 

May 4th:   No Sunday School 

May 11th:  Mother's Day Craft 

May 18th:  Last Day of Sunday 

                         School!!!!! 

Blessings, 

Christian Ed  

Answer: B (See Proverbs 15:1, NIV.)  

Save the DateñVBS 

Mark your calendars for this yearôs Son 

Treasure Island VBS on June 12-14, 

2014.  Watch for more details soon.  

We hope to see you there! 


